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Because we have come to Zion, courage is no longer the effort to stand.
It is the refusal to step back into distance when Christ has already brought us near.
3

This is not sustained by effort.
It is sustained by the grace of God at work within us— : .,

- as pressure to remain, \ : b SN
but as the power that keeps us present
Where Ch%g;t has already brought us.

e
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There are ways of responding to pressure that feel
completely natural.

When tension rises,
something in us instinctively pulls back.

We become more guarded.

More careful with our words.

More selective with what we allow to be seen.
We begin to create distance.

Not always consciously.

Not always intentionally.

But steadily.
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We learn how to stay present without being fully present.
How to remain engaged without being exposed.
How to carry responsibility without allowing anything to press

too closely.

And over time, these responses can begin to feel like wisdom.
They can even appear as maturity.

Measured. Controlled. Composed.

But what feels natural is not always neutral—iIt is often learned.

And what feels wise Is not always formed in the right

environment.



Scripture makes something very clear about this:

Not all responses are simply human.
Some are shaped by the environment we have learned to live in.

The writer of Hebrews describes an environment marked by fear.

where distance from God shaped how people lived.

An environment where distance was necessary.
Where boundaries were not only present—but required.



A mountain that could not be touched.

A voice that caused people to draw back.

A reality so overwhelming

that those who withessed it asked for distance

from what they were encountering.

This was not failure.

This was Sinal.

An environment where:

distance preserved survival

caution was necessary

and drawing back was appropriate
Fear, in that setting, was not weakness.

It was alignment.



And this matters more than we often realize.

Because many of the responses we carry into moments of pressure—
the instinct to withdraw,

to guard,

to create space—

were not formed randomly.

They were formed in an environment where those responses were
necessary.

Where distance felt safe,
nearness felt costly,

and exposure felt dangerous.



So when pressure rises now, and those same instincts surface,
it can feel like something is wrong with us.

Like we are failing.

Like we should be stronger—

more steady,

more unshaken.



But what if the issue is not weakness?

What if the response itself is simply... familiar?

Before we define courage,
before we talk about standing firm,

before we address what should or should not happen

IN Moments of pressure —
we have to recognize something deeper:
some of what feels most natural

was not formed in the reality we now live in.



And until that Is seen clearly,
we Will continue trying to correct responses
without ever addressing

the environment they came from.

Because Scripture does not leave us at Sinai.
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Scripture does not leave us at Sinai.

It does not simply describe an environment of distance
and then ask us to respond differently.

It makes a decisive statement

You have not come to a mountain that can be touched.
You have not come to fear, distance, or separation.

You have come to Zion.

Not as an idea.
Not as a future hope.
Not as something still unfolding.

But as present reality.



The writer of Hebrews does not say you are approaching.
He does not say you are moving toward.
He says:

You have come.

You have come to the city of the living God.

To the heavenly Jerusalem.

To a gathered people—not in isolation, but in assembly.

To areality already established, already secured, already alive.

This is not language of invitation alone.

It is language of arrival.



Which means something has fundamentally changed.

Not just in what Is possible—
pbut In where you now stand.

In Sinal, distance was necessary.

In Zion, distance is no longer real.

Not because it is ignored.
Not because it is denied.

But because it has been removed.



The work that once stood between God and His people

has already been completead.

The access that once had to be mediated

has already been opened.

The nearness that once felt costly

has already been secured.



This Is not something you are learning to achieve.
This Is something you have already received.

And this changes more than we often realize.
Because If you have come to Zion—

then you are not standing outside trying to draw near.
You are being sustained within it

by the grace of God—

not as something you must access,

but as the active presence of the Spirit

keeping you aligned with what Christ has already secured



Which means:

You are not managing distance anymore.

You are living from nearness.

And If nearness is already established,
then the question is no longer:

“How do | get closer?”

But:

‘Will | remain aligned with what is already true?”



This Is where everything begins to shift.

Because the environment has changed.

And when the environment changes,
the responses that once made sense
No longer define what Is appropriate.



Fear belonged to Sinal.
Distance belonged to Sinal.
Withdrawal belonged to Sinal.

But you have not come to Sinal.

You have come to Zion.
If that's true... why do we still pull back?”
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access, nearness, ar "5 place witl in
His.p "opl'e 2
it does not mean this WI|| always be
lived from.

Even though Chrlit has secured

Drift rarely begins with open
rejection.
It begins with exchange.

In Romans 1, the apostle Paul
describes this progr reSS|on WI

unusual clarity. e, k
“They exchanged the truth of qu*“
for a lie... o



t follows'is not
|mmechate collapse—
but a gradual unravelln

“God gave them over..”
Nnot as punishment,
but as release into what
they had already chosen "™

And over time, thqtdrl [SRp—
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Desire begins to lead .
Wh e'truth once
lgovemed

Clarity weakens.

Discernment becomes

less stable.

Eventually, even

perception is affected—
what was once clear =
Nno longer feels as clear
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Not because truth dlsapp ared.
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But @Jse it Was no Ionger
bemg held at the center. .

This is not sudden rebeII| . :
It Is unguarded drift.

And Paul Iis not primarily
describing a behavior problem:
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This is why Scripture
spea ks so ell ectly

Ry,

Not because access
has been lost— '

but because vvhat as
been given b
is not always what is - ,;w
ived from. T Dl




And this is where courage becom S
necessary. |
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But to remain anchored :
INn what is already true.
Sustained not by effort,
but by the grace of God
at work within us.

Because we have come to Z| e
courage is not how we secure our
place—it is how we remain aI| ne@

with what is already true.” ’},,.
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If distance is no Iongér the:mmmment you live in—

then courage must be redefined.



Courage is not what it once was.

It is not the effort to sta nd%-,. r grot

Not the ability to push through fear.

5 ___-5 »

Not the strength to hold your position under pressure.
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Those definitions assume something is'still at risk:
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They assume something still needs to be secured.

1 s
= .

They assume that standing depends on you.
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But that is not the reality you ﬁm@m"‘ into.
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You are remaining because you have already been brought near.



So courage is no longer the effort to stand.
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‘It does not need to create ground.
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It lives froum_[ﬂ cannot be shaken.

(Hebrews 12:28)
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It refuses to agree vvlth anything
that suggests you are not already near.



And this changes the way pressure is experienced.
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't only reveals whether we are r?‘ nember
where we already stam** = e

and whether we are yleldlng .
to the grace that sustains us there



So the question is ho longer:

‘Do | have enough codrage,to hold my place?”

“Will | st'~._§c_p a place
that Christ has already secured for me?”



r

courage beComeS far |eSS d%? i Jf‘ 1;: than ﬂ; na uﬂﬁ;- d

t Is not loud.

t Is not performative.

t IS not something others always notice.



It is often as .
Remainin g present - s
when it would be easier to WI ale!

Remammg open

Remaining near
when something in you wants to create distance.
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Not because you are strong enough.
But because T U v

distance is no longer true.
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And if courage is no longer about securing what is already established—

then fear must be understood differently as well.
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ecause if courage is about remaining aligned
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‘Because fear often feels like the problem.
RN ’
thing to overcome.
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) environment where distance




Sinai, fear was appropriate.

C staﬂce Was protective.

\ \\ was necessary.

aserved life.



pressure rises now,
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iL ed by recognizing that fear

~ .lon' er telling the truth

about e you are.

e not standing at Sinai.



A

% \\ \

N

§
‘ | 4 0". '

N\

ve come to Zion.

= &

h means fear is no longer aligned

Ul )
1 qll

.

.“ Q"

.‘ = |

-

A ‘
4
‘1

L -~

- disappears.
ause it no longer defines wha

-



So when fear says:
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And*thls changes how we relate to fear.

build our identity around it.

dictate our posture.

| 7 also do not panic when it appears.
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Because its presence
- does not mean something is wrong.

It simply means something old
s trying to interpret something new.

courage, in that moment,
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\ 5Cﬁr¢y that says:
hls 1s¢not where | am anymore.”
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So If courage is simply remaining aligned with what is already true—
what does that actually look like In real time?

It courage Is no longer the effort to stand,
and fear does not interpret our reality accurately,

because we are no longer living at a distance from God,
then what does courage actually look like now?




It looks far less dramatic than we have often imagined.

It Is not Intensity.
It Is not force.
It Is not the need to prove anything is secure.

It is simply remaining aligned
nvith what is already true.




Courage, in this reality, often looks like staying.
Staying present

when something in you wants to withdraw.
Staying open

when something in you wants to guard.
Staying relational

N it would be easier to create distance.

Not by force,
but by the grace of God

at work within you,

sustaining what you could not sustain on your own

Not because those impulses are gone.
But because they are no longer leading.



Courage does not eliminate the instinct to pull back.
It simply refuses to follow it.

And often, that refusal is quiet.

It looks like: sl 8
el

Not stepping away from a conversation
- when tension begins to rise.

Not hardening your tone

when you feel the need to protect yourself.

Not withdrawing internally
while remaining externally present.




It looks like remaining near.

Not moving closer.
Remaining.

Because you are not trying to access something.

You are living from what has already been given.




“Let us hold fast our confession..." (Hebrews 4:14)

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering...”
(Hebrews 10:23)




This is why courage is not loud.

-.

't does not need to announce itself.
It does not need to establish itself.
It does not need to defend its own existence.

It simply holds its place
without needing to secure it.




And because of that,
courage Is often unseen.
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It'is the dec on Nno one notices.
— =
~ The moment no one applauds.

The quiet steadiness
that does not draw attention to itself.




But over time,
this kind of courage becomes visible in its effect.

It keeps relationships from fracturing.
It keeps conversations from collapsing.
It keeps people from drifting into isolation.

. AN

3

Not by controlling outcomes.

-

But by refusing to create distance.

And this is where courage and humility remain joined.




Humility keeps us low.
Courage keeps us present.

Humility keeps us teachable.
Courage keeps us from withdrawing.

v

Together, they form a people
who do not need to protect themselves from one another.




Because they are no longer living from distance.
They are living from nearness.

This Is not striving to reach what Is ahead.
This is holding fast to what has already been secured.

And if courage looks like remaining present

-~ rather than W|thdlra‘wmg—
then this cannot remain individual.

It must take shape within a people.
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Because courage was never meant to be
" ied alone—
formed in a person must be lived
/ithin the Assembly.
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‘Because humility can keep a people low—
t without courage,
Iso become quiet.

~ Quiet in ways that feel peaceful,
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e are not formed in isolation.
are formed within a people.
rtime,
s left unspoken

i e

beglns to sha pe what s expenenced together. -
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An Assembly can value humility deeply.

t can resist control.
n avoid harshness.

2main gentle in tone.

J still, over time,
~ begin to drift.
~ Not because humility is absent.

~ - - "." A,I".._'
‘ . = 3, 28N
gt gy Y .-.~?%:’A i
2 s I o i 1 . :
" NS S S IO S A
¢ g s B e

A R
’

-
—
- .
e —— M
- - - —



3ecause humility, on its own,

joes not always speak.

an yield.
lefer.
hoose peace.

‘But without courage,
it may also remain silent

~ when something needs to be brought into
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d when that silence becomes shared,

1

2S not remain neutral.

1es formative.
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Conversations become more careful.
Questions go unasked.
cerns remain unspoken.

resistance.

of hesitation.

And over time,
what was meant to preserve umty
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This is how drift takes root.
ot first through pride.
yrough silence.

hrough conflict.
It through avoidance.

And slowly, —
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Not because truth was rejected.
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But because it was never brought forward.



Exhort one another every day...”

that none of you may be hardened...”
(Hebrews 3:13)




‘Hardening does not only come through opposition.

1 also come
Y what is never said.

ough what is never addressed.

Through what is never clarified.
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This is why courage matters
N the life of the Assembly.

force
nfrontation.

as the willingness
to remain present enough
i to speak when it would be easier to stay silent
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3ecause if humility keeps us low,
ourage keeps us honest.

ility keeps us teachable,
keeps us engaged.
mility resists control,
courage resists avoidance. e
" Together, sustained by the grace of G

>

they form a people

who can remain aligned ——~ —

without fracturing.



A people who do not need to protect themselves

‘O0m one another—
J do not need to hide from one another either. -
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‘is how an Assembly remains inhabitable.
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But because It does not aIIowtensmn '
to go unaddressed.



Courage keeps the space open.

- Open for truth.
oen for correction.
) for clarity.
for one another.

‘Because what humility makes possible,
courage sustains.
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And what is sustained g»c |rmx pae
becomes stable. ik
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Not because it is controlled.
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But because it is carried togéth’er.



And if courage is what keeps a people
sent, open, and aligned—
hat is formed together

~ must also be carried over time.
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Because what is formed in a
moment must be sustained over
time—

courage must mature beyond
immediacy into endurance.
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But formation is not tested

IN Moments.

It is revealed over time.




When tension becomes familiar.
When conversations repeat.
When misunderstanding

returns.
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Clarity can become sharp.
Conviction can become

defensive.

2nt can become rigid.




‘have need of endurance...” (Hebrews 10:36)
RN N
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The writer of Hebrews does not point
us toward intensity.

He points us toward endurance.

~

is is not new:




The first-century Ekklesia
learned this early.

They did not live in ease.

They lived under pressure.

ural mlsunderstandmg
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They gathered.

They remained.

They carried one another.
They held fast.




This is the same pattern Hebrews
calls us into.

Because over decades,
the danger is not only drift.

It is hardening.

49

S ,vve t'ry to protecrté'w
‘ a}ready secu re\g} N




Hardening rarely happens
suddenly.

It forms gradually.

Through repeated pressure.

unresolved
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Early courage can feel decisive.
Clear.

Direct.

Immediate.

But mature courage becomes
something quieter.

It remains steady
ut becgmlng sharp.




Because over time,
ol courage is no longer
| proven by how strongly
we stand.




‘ This iIs where the Assembly
g must become honest.

Not anxiously.
Not defensively.

But reflectively.



Because what we are forming
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will not remain with us alone.

It will be carried forward.

The next generation
will not only inherit what we




But if courage matures—

If it remains anchored

and tender—

Then what is handed forward
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The kind of courage that does not
need to prove itself in a moment—

because it has been formed
over years.

And when a people live this way,
nething becomes stable.
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And perhaps this is where the

guiet invitation of this session
rests:

Not in asking whether we can




Because we have come to Zion.
We are not establishing our place.

ourage, in its most mature form,
' this
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We are not trying to stand.
We are standing.

Not by effort.
Not by pressure.

Not by holding everything
together.

But because Christ has
already brought us near.




And If that Is true—

Then courage is no longer
the effort to hold our place.

It Is the refusal
to step back into distance

when nearness has already
been given—

sustained not by effort,
but by the grace of God

at work within us




Not stepping back into fear.
Not stepping back into self-
protection.

Not stepping back into silence.
Not stepping back into
separation.

Because there Is nowhere to
return to that is more secure
than where we already stand.
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Encouraging one another.
Speaking truth in love.
Remaining present.

Remaining open.

- Remaining anchored in Christ.




Not because it is easy.
But because it is true.

Over time, this kind of courage forms a people

‘Wwho are not easily moved.

Not because they resi press

of

. But b ause they are no Ionger s_-{aped by |t'




e do not step back.
We remain.
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