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Beyond The Dalet
Formation Before Platform
Living From The Finished

In the kingdom of God we do not own influence.
We steward what has been entrusted. ;

The life of the Ekklesia Assem ny
requires endurance.
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“For you have need of endurance, . \ L g oy it s SR
so that when you have done the m[]@}ﬁGod you may fé'ce ve what is promised.” — Hebrews 10:56

;:;,. people to carry what God entrusts.
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Receiving Before Managing

Formation prepares a people to endure.
Stewardship reveals how faithfully they carry what has been entrusted.

We have received a kingdom that cannot be shaken.

Session 4 showed us that a formed Assembly remains steady in adversity and in expansion.
Pressure revealed what had been cultivated.

Roots held.

ldentity did not shift.

Growth did not redefine belonging.

But endurance is not the end of formation.
Once a people learn to remain steady, another question begins to rise:
What are we entrusted with?

The Ekklesia Assembly does not build the kingdom.

It receives it.
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Hebrews is careful with that language:

“Let us be grateful for recenving a kingdom that cannot be

shaken.”

Receiving precedes stewarding.
We do not manage what we have manufactured.
We steward what we have received from the King.

That distinction protects the Assembly from subtle distortion.



When we think we are building something,
we protect it defensively.

When we know we have received something,
we carry it reverently.

Three distortions repeatedly threaten the life of the
Ekklesia Assembly:

ownership, visibility-driven authority, and centralized
Influence.

Ownership produces control.
Stewardship produces faithfulness.



The Ekklesia Assembly is not the architect of the
kingdom.

It Is the caretaker of what Christ has established.
This changes the posture of leadership.

It changes the tone of influence.

It changes the way we measure fruit.

Because maturity Is not proven by endurance alone.
It Is revealed in how we carry what has been placed in
our hands.
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Formation prepares us to endure.
But endurance prepares us to carry what God entrusts.



Scrlptu ofte dbsrcr' %g;yuhe.arrl,vg

* - “ e 3
O
|mages of announcement — the m rplﬂ g star rising, t
o oy ' e ?'?
brea klng over the horizon, or the trum
EFr N

across the land.

e A
:,‘f

In each case the pattern is the sa-rn_ od declares the ne : ¢

first, and then His people Iearn“%o

p—

that which ha%j,eady bem@#{s X (e
Af

5 ol



The Kingdom |Is Received — Not Built



Authority That Emerges From Formation

If the Ekklesia Assembly has learned to remain steady
under pressure, then the next question is not about growth.

It is about trust.

Scripture reveals a consistent order:
Entrustment follows faithfulness.

Jesus says in Luke 16:10, “One who 1s faithful in very little
1s also farthful in much.”

Notice the order.

Faithfulness does not follow increase.
Increase follows faithfulness.

This is not about ambition.

It is about alignment.




The kingdom is not entrusted to those who seek visibility.
It is entrusted to those who ha.“q proven to be steady in obscurity.
And obscurity is where formation does its quiet work.

In Matthew 25, the Master entrusts resources to His servants.
Not equally — but intentionally.

And when He returns, the question is not: “How much did you
build?” He asks:

“What did you do with what I placed in your hands?”

The servant who was faithful with what was entrusted was given
more — not because he demanded influence, but because he
demonstrated stewardship.



The

tklesia Assembly must understand

Authori #\‘ne kingdom is not self-as
) M

It is entrusted.

It does not rise from charisma.
It emerges from character.

It does not come from platform.
It grows from proven faithfulness.

This is why we discussed endurance in'Session4:.
Endurance proves stabllltyb
- g

And stability prepares a people to carry the weight of stewardship.



Peter echoes this in 1 Peter 5:2 “Shepherd the flock of God that is among yvou... not domineering
over those i yvour charge, but being examples to the flock.”

Authority in the Assembly is not control.

It is care that models by living what is preached.

It is not management that forces compliance on others.

It is faithfulhess embodied visibly enough for others to follow.
And notice — Peter does not instruct leaders to manufacture authority.
He instructs them to shepherd what is already “among you.”
Steward what is present.

Tend what has been entrusted.

Care for what Christ has gathered.




Stewardship Is Shared



/ " “Authority Thai
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It IS recoghized before it iIs announced.
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Authority is affirmed by the assembly before it is platformed.

And when authority flows from formation rather than visibility, the Assembly
remains safe.

Because entrusted weight will always expose whether we are rooted in what
we have received — or in what we are trying to build.

A rooted Ekklesia Assembly does not grasp for more.
It proves faithful with what is already in its hands.
And faithfulness is what the King entrusts.
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Stewardship Is Shared. It Is Not Singular

If stewardship follows formation,
then we must ask a harder question:

Who carries what has been entrusted?

The instinct of fallen systems is always toward centralization.
Influence concentrates.
Responsibility narrows.
Voice elevates.

Others defer.

But the New Testament vision of the Ekklesia Assembly resists that drift.
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Because what Christ builds, He does not entrust to one personality.

\ \\ He entrusts to a people, the Ekklesia Assembly.

(

Hebrews never says: “Let A1m hold fast.” It says: “Let US."

Plural language is not accidental.

§ It is theological.

The Assembly is not sustained by strength of one individual.

It is preserved through shared conviction.
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When stewardship drifts to being centralized
rather than shared, the weight shifts.

« One voice carries disproportionate influence
 One personality becomes the reference pom'
 One platform becomes representative e

And slowly — subtly — identity begins attachn;j o
itself to a human face rather than to Christ du?”i.
foundation.




.

around personalltleS'

“I| follow Paul.” o 1

‘I fo’llow ADOHOS

: : what 13

i L?%'\‘, "
= o '

‘glven.

Jv,

< \.ty

}
§
£

-

4



a‘é’“ﬁ;

"t Shared stewa.|<dsh|p protects\th{Assembly ‘
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}% visibility with maturity and

personality with formatlon.
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Even the apostles operated this way.

When weighty decisions arose: “It seemed good to the apostles and the
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Discernment was shared: &

Why? W -

Because stewardship that is shared

mirrors the nature of the kingdom itself.
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» Correction is possible.

 Humility is protected. |

e Blind spots are exposed.

.

e Drift is interrupted.



-When stewardship centralizes:
Pressure concentrates.
Perspective narrows.
ldentity fuses with responsibili |ty
And platform slowly fe‘gl's like ownership.
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The Assembly is zafest when weight is distributed.
Not because leadership disappears.
But because Ieadershlp remains accountable W|th|n sha red Ilfe
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e'pherd may lea
But the flock belon

A teacher may |nstruc.t~-
But truth is not persogl

Shared stewsm

Because when responsibility is carried together,
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no one confuses the servant with the Builder.

And that is the protection.
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Shared S$W dship does not weaken
It steengthens it.
It doe‘?ﬂ\ﬁpt removerresponsibility.
It distributes it.
Because identity remains rooted:
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authority.
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- maturity to onevoice.

" It strengthensone
~another daily.

It does not centralize

stewardship in chaki ma.

It distributes responsibility
in faithfulness.
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The Ekklesia Assembly was never meant
to revolve around a plattorm.

It was meant to grow from a people
whose shared foundation 1s Christ.



When Christ remains the foundation,

the life of the Ekklesia is never carried by

one platform, but shared among a people

being formed together.



Scale is easy to count.

But stability and integrity are not.



Faithfulness Over Scale

Once stewardship is understood as shared,
another question emerges quietly but inevitably:

How do we measure stability?
Or more deeply still —

How do we discern integrity?
Because wherever responsibility is carried, evaluation follows.
And the temptation in every generation is to measure what is visible.

Growth.
Reach.
Attendance.
Momentum.
Influence.
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In Jesus’ parable in Matthew 25, when the

Master returns, He does not ask for a report on
visibility. He asks about faithfulness.

Not impressive.
Not expansive.
Faithful.

The servant entrusted with five talents and the
one entrusted with two receive the same
affirmation. Why?

Because the measure was not scale.
It was stewardship.

The kingdom does not reward comparison.
It honors integrity.

All immages in this presentation created using ®ChatGPT N
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And yet inward alignm'e'nt can erode benea’th’the surface.
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Fruit follows rootedness.
It does not create it.
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Scale may stretch responsibility.
But integrity stabilizes it.
And stability proves it over time.

A stewarded Assembly asks different questions.

Not: “How large can this become?”
But: “Are we aligned?”

Not: “How do we expand influence?”
But: “Are we carrying this faithfully?”

Not: “How do we compete?”
But: “Are we remaining rooted?”
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In ordinary gatherings.

INn seasons when
el

It is accessible in small rooms. momentum is slow.

INn quiet weeks.

Scale fluctuates.

’
)

ntegrity can remain.

ility.can deepen.
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And when Christ evaluates
His Assembly,
wVill'not measure how

" This does not
shrink vision.

It purifies it.
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4 ‘Because the vision of the kingdom
is not expansion at any cost.

It is stewardsh "p e Y7 And when faithfulness
without ﬁl n. | 1y becomes the measure,
It is Inflv » 8 ' scale flnds its proper place.

that grows from

\ P - A Not as identity.

formatlo')" | '@“ﬁ Not as validation.

"
It is stability But as fruit in the hands of
Integrity. - a faithful King.



Carrying Weight While
Keeping Christ Central



Formation proves stability.
Stewardship reveals integrity.
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Because weight
changes posture.
It Introduces urgency.

It INntroduces

expectation.

It Introduces the
temptation to protect
what feels fragile.




And this is where many
Assemblies begin to shift —
not dramatically, but subtly.

ne language becomes tighter. |
Ne margins narrower.

ne leadership less accessible.
Nne pace less relational.

Not because conviction was
ost. But because weight
pegan to feel heavy.
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Lt T \ Increases.

Influence matters.
Responsibility is not
minimized in the kingdom.
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But notice what Scripture never says:

'.'\‘\

/ ﬁ“
It never says that increased
respon5|blllty requires a new center.

'enter " malns the same.
’/

st builds His Ekklesia.

receive the~k|n$lom.

e steward 1as been

ntrusted.

The

/% % That center must not move.



e L

v,

W eight i mcrea«ses

the temptation is to é‘shlft
from relianceto 2
management. -
From part|C|pat|on to,
control. .
From shared discern ment
to efflc:lency \
From formation to

self-preservation.

4 P~ i e

hift rarely announces itself.

It feel

PR o Ao
Is'practical.
.
: "J’kl when the center drlﬂts,

integrity erodes.

—
ey

And when inte es,
r

stability eventually fractures.



It requires remembering whatsfe
We were rooted befwé,
We were secured before.we we >
We were gather e weéfe glveﬁx%ngblllty

If those truths remain central, .A; A
weight does not distort. : ' .

It refines.




It does not sacrifice proximity for pace.

It N not sicy"ce prayer for productivi
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Authority that forgets its center becomes forceful.

Leadership that forgets it*enter becomes defensive.
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But stewardship rooted -im’Christ remah\é‘ entle. ..
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It remains accountable. |

It remains aware that the flock belongs to another.
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the center holdsyweight'can increase without identity shlﬂ:lpg
e can expand wi

go mﬂatlng
And wh , ' bly, He will not be i ssed by how much \
vvaghti& ' ' | \tered while carrying i
\ " That is maturity.
| That is stewardship solidified.

\ That is faithfulness embodied over time.

And that is how an Ekﬁ" ia Assembly carries weight — without
losing the center that 1ade it stable from the bec :
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Closing —

A People Who Carry Well
We have been rooted.
We have endured.

We have been entrusted.
Now we carry.

"
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And we do not cs
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Because when a people know they .have received a kingdom that cannot be shaken,
they do not grip responsibility anxiously.



They carry it reverently.
They do not scramble for expa _ :
They tend what is already in their hands. dba -
They do not centralize power.
They distribute faithfulness.
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ney measure it by integrity. 2\
This is how weight is.carried without dlstort‘on 7

Not by Increasing control.
But by deepening trust.
Not by accelerating pace.

-

But by guarding the center.
Christ remains the Builder.

.

The kingdom remains received.
The Assembly remalns shared.

And fal.;bfulg ess riﬂins the m)easure.
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If In
We r
s
It responsibility multiplies, we
remain rooted.
If opportuni expands,\—
we remain aligned.
Because what was formed
before visibility must remain
when visibility grows.

¥ el
And what was secured before
entrustment must remain when
entrustment deepens.

ases,
IN steady.
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We will be asked how falthfull*/ve carri '
So, we remain attentive ew ‘

We remain accountable.

We remain cente&ed. |
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knows exactly how much we|gh to entrust — and when.

Because what Christ builds W|II endure.

And what is stewarded with int T



What has the Lord
entrusted to you within His
Assembly?

Stewardship rarely begins
with something large or
visible.

More often it begins quietly
— caring for people,
guarding truth, serving
faithfully where God has
already placed us.

Over time, faithfulness in
small things becomes the
place where God forms the
stability required to carry
greater responsibility.



A stewarded Ekklesia remembers:
We have received a kingdom.
We stewa rd What Was entrusted

b_.\-un_\."‘-» .



Endurance proves that a people are stable.
Stewardship reveals whether they are faithful.
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