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Steadfastness Revealed Through Adversity and Expansion
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A formed Ekklesia Assembly 

remains steady in both 

adversity and expansion.

W i t h  B e t t y  H a l l ~  C a l l i n g  F o r t h  M e s s i a h ’ s  E k k l e s i a  A s s e m b l y  F r o m  

W h e r e  W e  A r e  I n t o  W h o  W e  A r e  C a l l e d  T o  B e

B e y o n d  T h e  D a l e t
F o r m a t i o n  B e f o r e  P l a t f o r m
L i v i n g  F r o m  T h e  F i n i s h e d  
Wo r k  O f  C h r i s t

For you have need of endurance, 

so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised. – Hebrews 10:36



A  B E YO N D  T H E  D A L E T  CO U R S E

The writer of Hebrews makes a remarkable statement:
‘You have need of endurance.’

But he does not say that at the beginning of the letter.

He says it after explaining the finished work of Christ.

Because endurance does not create the foundation.

Endurance grows from it.”



Roots that have 
settled beneath the 
surface will eventually 
meet wind.

Not because 
something is wrong.
Not because 
redemption was 
incomplete.

But because what is 
real will eventually be 
revealed.









The New Testament word is Ekklesia — an Assembly called out and called together. 

  



A gathered people formed by redemption and sustained by shared identity. 

Not a building  –  Not an institution



when the Ekklesia Assembly walks through the fray together.

Session 3 rooted us in what Christ has obtained.

Session 4 turns our attention 
to what that rooted life looks like 



When roots are deep, pressure does not create 
something new.

It reveals what has already been formed.

We ended Session 3 in a settled place — 
redemption obtained, union established and 
identity secured. 

That was not abstract 
theology. 

That was foundation.

And 
foundation 
always meets 
weather.



A  B E YO N D  T H E  D A L E T  CO U R S E

It is not intensity.
It is not emotional resilience.
It is not the ability to suppress or 
ignore doubt or fatigue.

Endurance is not a spiritual personality trait.



Endurance is remaining anchored when 
what surrounds you shifts.

It is staying aligned when response 
fluctuates.

It is holding steady when affirmation fades.

It is continuing quietly when momentum 
slows.

Not because you are stronger.
But because you are rooted.



Notice the language carefully.

He does not say,

“You need more gifting.”

“You need greater visibility.”

“You need sharper influence.”

He says, “You have need of endurance.”

Why?

Because the life of faith is not measured 

in moments — it is revealed over time.

The writer of 

Hebrews says,

“You have need of 

endurance…” 

Hebrews 10:36



Endurance is what 
allows calling to 
mature.
It is what keeps 
conviction from 
becoming reactionary.
It is what prevents 
pressure from 
reshaping identity.

And here is what we must remember:



Endurance is not 

how you secure promise.

It is how you live 

because promise 

has already been secured.



That distinction matters.
If redemption were uncertain, 
endurance would feel like strain.

But because redemption 
has been obtained, 
endurance becomes 
steadiness.



It is the quiet fruit of roots that have gone 
deep in Christ.
Not frantic.
Not defensive.
Not proving.
Just steady.

And that steadiness does not form in 
isolation.

It forms within the Ekklesia Assembly — 
among a people who share the same secured 
foundation.

We will move there next.



Endurance Protects the Assembly

If endurance is the quiet fruit of deep roots, 
then it becomes a safeguard.



Because platform — whether large or small 
does not create instability. 

It exposes it.



Visibility is not the 
problem.
Fragile identity is.

When belonging is 
unsettled, platform 
magnifies insecurity.
When conviction is thin, 
influence amplifies 
reaction.
When roots are shallow, 
growth accelerates 
fracture.



But when 
endurance has been 
formed — when 
redemption is 
settled and identity 
is secure — platform 
does not distort.

It clarifies.



The Ekklesia Assembly is not called to chase expansion.

It is called to embody steadiness.

And steadiness is what protects a people 
from being reshaped by attention.



Without endurance:

•momentum becomes intoxicating
•affirmation becomes stabilizing
•growth becomes proof of legitimacy
•visibility becomes validation

But with endurance:

•momentum is stewarded, not worshiped
•affirmation is received, not required
•growth is welcomed, not clung to
•visibility becomes responsibility, not identity



Endurance slows us down.
It prevents the Assembly from 
confusing activity with maturity.
It allows a people to remain the 
same in obscurity as in visibility.

Because distortion rarely begins with obvious collapse.
It begins with subtle shifts.
A softened tone to maintain approval.
A muted conviction to sustain growth.
An altered emphasis to preserve momentum.



Endurance resists that drift. It anchors the Assembly in what does not change:
The finished work of Christ.
The shared inheritance of the redeemed.
The quiet formation of a people who belong to one another.
And when those roots are deep, 
platform does not reshape the Assembly.
It simply reveals what has already been formed.





A Quiet Scene of Endurance
Imagine a small gathering in the first century.
A home with worn stone floors. Oil lamps flickering. Bread 
passed from hand to hand. 
Outside, pressure is real — suspicion, economic loss, 
uncertainty. 
Inside, the conversation is steady. 
Someone reads from a letter recently received. 
Someone else talks about their property being confiscated. 
Another quietly reminds them, “We have a better 
possession.”
They do not raise their voices.
They do not organize a response campaign.
They remain.





Now imagine a living room today.
No stone floors — but the same shared bread. 
It might not be confiscated property — but the 
strain is real: 
fatigue, cultural pressure, shifting expectations, 
subtle performance demands. 

Someone admits discouragement. 

Another gently reminds us that no matter what the 
outward pressures our peace, our lives remain 
stable because our lives are secure in Christ. 



A third prays without making a spectacle.
Different century.
Same endurance.

The Ekklesia Assembly has always been formed this way — not in spectacle, but in 
shared steadiness. Not by mastering pressure, but by remembering what cannot be 
taken.

And when a people remain rooted together in what is unshakable, whether in Rome 
or around a coffee table, the same quiet strength is revealed.





The Assembly Under Pressure

The early Ekklesia did not endure because 
they were stronger personalities.

They endured because they were convinced
of something unshakable.



Hebrews 10:34 says they:
“joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since you 

knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an 

abiding one.”

That is identity language.
They endured loss because they knew what 
could not be taken.

Endurance grows where possession is secure.
If identity is unstable, pressure fractures us.
If belonging is settled, pressure refines us.

The Assembly does not endure by pretending 
weakness isn’t present.

It endures because its roots run deeper than 
circumstances.



Endurance is not sustained by 
isolated strength. It is sustained 
by shared belonging.

The New Testament never 
envisions a believer formed apart 
from a people. 

From the beginning, redemption 
gathered individuals into an 
Assembly — not spectators, not 
consumers, but a people.

Endurance Is Shared 
Before It Is Visible



The Ekklesia was never defined 
by attendance.

It was defined by belonging.
When one grew weary, another 
remained steady.

When one was tempted to 
shrink back, another spoke 
courage.
When pressure intensified, they 
reminded one another of what 
could not be shaken.

Formation was plural.



Hebrews repeatedly says:

“Let us hold fast.”
“Let us draw near.”
“Let us consider how to stir up one another.”

Endurance grows where lives are close enough 
for faith to be spoken aloud.

It grows where discouragement is met with remembrance, 
not correction.

Where weakness is seen without shame.

Where identity is reinforced before behavior is addressed.



Hebrews 3:13 urges:

“Exhort one another daily…”

Exhortation is not rebuke.

It is strengthening speech.

It is reminding one another of what is true when pressure 
clouds perception.

Left alone, fatigue distorts reality.

Left alone, insecurity grows louder.

Left alone, performance creeps back in.



But proximity interrupts distortion.

When someone begins to negotiate their tone for approval, another gently steadies them.

When visibility begins to feel like validation, someone reminds them of identity.

When fatigue sets in, weight is carried together.
This is not institutional structure.

It is relational formation.

And relational formation cannot be programmed into existence.



It is cultivated slowly.
In shared meals.
In ordinary conversations.
In consistent presence.

Because a formed Assembly is not held together by charisma, 
scale, or structure. It is held together by shared conviction and 
shared remembrance.

And that kind of endurance does more than protect individuals.

It stabilizes a people.
Not by preventing pressure.
But by deepening roots together.



If endurance is cultivated in shared life, then the Ekklesia Assembly 
cannot be reduced to a structure or a scheduled event. It must be 
understood as relational space — lives close enough for roots to 
intertwine, steady enough for faith to be spoken aloud when someone 
else forgets. 

Before we consider scale, expression, or visibility, we must clarify what 
the Assembly actually is. Not an organization to join. Not merely a 
gathering to attend. But a shared life rooted in Christ and sustained 
through belonging.



If endurance is formed within a people, then we must understand the nature of that people.

What the Ekklesia Assembly Is — and Is Not



Hebrews 12:28 says:
“Therefore let us be grateful for 

receiving a kingdom that cannot be 

shaken…”

Notice the order.
They did not build a kingdom.

They received one.

When we speak of the Ekklesia Assembly, 
we are not speaking first of a structure.

We are speaking of a people 
who have received something unshakable.



The Assembly is not the architect of the kingdom.
It is the recipient of it.
And long before any gathering was organized, Jesus Himself 
declared: “I will build My Ekklesia…” (Matthew 16:18)

The Assembly is not ultimately something we construct.
It is something He builds. That matters.

Because what Christ builds does not 
depend on our ability to sustain it.
It depends on His finished work and 
ongoing faithfulness.

The Ekklesia Assembly, then, is a 
people gathered by Christ, sustained 
by Christ, and anchored in a kingdom 
that cannot be shaken.





In the first century, this reality rarely looked institutional.

❖ Believers gathered in homes (Romans 16:5; Colossians 
4:15). They shared meals (Acts 2:46). 

❖ They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, 
fellowship, the breaking of bread, and prayer (Acts 2:42). 

❖ Elders were appointed. 
❖ Doctrine was guarded. 
❖ Order existed.

But the Assembly was relational before it was formalized.
It was not built around a stage.
It was built around shared life.



Faith was strengthened around tables.
Exhortation happened in proximity.
Endurance was cultivated through ordinary 
faithfulness.

Its strength did not come from institutional 
power.

It came from shared conviction rooted in 
the Messiah who said He would build it.

They knew what they had received.
They knew who was building.

And because of that, they could endure loss, 
misunderstanding, and pressure without 
losing identity.



That is why Hebrews speaks 
repeatedly in the plural:

❖ “Let us draw near.”

❖ “Let us hold fast.”

❖ “Let us consider how to stir up 
one another.”



Today, the form may look different.

The Ekklesia Assembly may gather in a living room.
In a small prayer circle.
In a simple Bible study.
In an online space where believers genuinely know and strengthen one another.
Around a coffee shop table where two or three are anchored in the same 
redemption.

The scale may vary.
The architecture may vary.
The visibility may vary.

But the essence does not.

The Assembly was never envisioned as spectators gathered for inspiration. 
It was a people formed together in shared allegiance to a risen Messiah.



The Assembly is not sustained by programming.
It is sustained by shared redemption.
It is not held together by charisma.
It is held together by conviction.
This does not diminish organized expressions of 
gathering. 

Structure can serve formation. 
Leadership can protect doctrine. 
Corporate worship can strengthen endurance.

But structure must remain servant, not source.

Because Christ builds His Ekklesia.

We do not manufacture it through strategy.

We participate in it through faithfulness.



The moment identity shifts from what He is 
building to what we are managing, the 
Assembly begins to drift toward shakable things.

The Ekklesia is strongest when it remembers:

  It has received a kingdom.

  It belongs to a Builder.

  It is formed by redemption
  before it is expressed through structure.

And wherever believers live from secured union 
and shared belonging — there the Assembly is 
present.

Not because the model is impressive.

Not because the structure is refined.

But because the foundation is unshakable and the 
Builder is faithful.





When Christ builds His Ekklesia, and a people begin to live from 
shared union rather than structure alone, something steady begins to 
form. And in time, what is formed will be revealed. Influence may 
grow. Attention may increase. Opportunity may expand.

 But growth does not create maturity — it exposes it. 

And so we must consider what happens 
when the Assembly is given platform. 
Not to fear it. 
Not to resist it. 
But to understand what it reveals.



Pressure does not always arrive as persecution or loss. 
Sometimes it arrives as growth. 
Sometimes it arrives as opportunity. 
Sometimes it arrives as visibility. 
But whether through hardship or expansion, pressure 
reveals what has been formed. 

And within the Ekklesia Assembly, steadfastness is not 
proven in moments of intensity. It is revealed when 
what has been quietly cultivated must now sustain 
something larger.





Platform Reveals

What Has Been 

Formed

Steadfastness is not proven when everything is small.
It is revealed when what was formed in obscurity must sustain visibility.
Jesus said in Matthew 6 that what is done in secret matters — that the Father sees what is 
hidden. Prayer in secret. Giving in secret. Fasting in secret.

Why?
Because what is cultivated without audience determines what remains stable with 
audience.
This is true personally. And it is true corporately.



The Ekklesia Assembly is formed long before it is seen.

It is formed in:
quiet prayer
shared meals
honest confession
ordinary faithfulness
conversations where no one is performing



When a people learn to live from 
union without needing visibility, 
something deep stabilizes 
beneath the surface.
But when visibility comes — and it 
will — what was hidden is exposed.

Platform is not merely a stage.
It is increased attention.
It is multiplied influence.
It is the weight of expectation.
It is growth that requires maturity.



And this is where steadfastness is 
revealed under pressure.

If hidden formation has shaped the 
Assembly, then platform does not 
distort it.

If character ethics were cultivated in 
obscurity, personality ethics will not 
suddenly take over in visibility.

If obedience flowed from secure 
identity in Christ, growth will not 
redefine belonging.



But if hidden life was thin…

If prayer was performative.

If shared life revolved around momentum rather than formation.

If identity quietly leaned on structure rather than union.

Platform magnifies that instability.

This is not condemnation.

It is design.

God does not expose to shame.

He reveals to refine.



When the early Ekklesia gathered in homes, devoted themselves to teaching and 
fellowship, and endured pressure together, they were being formed in secret 
before they were known publicly.
And when the Lord added to their number, what was already cultivated simply 
expanded.

Growth did not create maturity.
It required it.

This is why Foundation Before Platform matters so deeply.

Because the Assembly cannot borrow maturity from visibility.

It must be formed before it is seen.



Hidden formation protects visible influence.
Shared endurance protects corporate integrity.
And when Christ builds His Ekklesia, He is not merely expanding reach.
He is deepening roots.

So when platform comes — whether small or significant — the question is not:
“How do we manage this?”
But:
“What has already been formed among us?”.



Because steadfastness within the Ekklesia Assembly is not proven by 
how loudly we grow.

It is revealed by how steadily we remain.

Under loss.

Under pressure.

Under expansion.

Under attention.

And when what has been formed in secret holds steady in public, the 
Assembly reflects the unshakable kingdom it has received.





Christ did not promise to build visibility.
He promised to build His Ekklesia.
And what He builds is not sustained 
by urgency, momentum, or strategy.
It is sustained by His faithfulness.

Hebrews tells us:

“Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be 

shaken…”

Notice again — we are receiving.
Not constructing.
Not securing.
Not stabilizing.

Receiving.

Closing

A 

People 

Who 

Remain



The Assembly does not endure by striving 
to hold itself together.
It endures because it has been gathered 
into something unshakable.

That means we do not have to chase 
stability.
It has already been given.

What remains for us is not construction —
but participation.

Not striving —
but steadfastness.

Not managing reputation —
but remaining rooted.



It is formed 
slowly in hidden obedience 
and shared life, 
and revealed quietly when pressure comes.

Sometimes that pressure looks like loss.
Sometimes it looks like fatigue.
Sometimes it looks like growth.
Sometimes it looks like opportunity.

Endurance within the Ekklesia Assembly is not loud.
It is not dramatic.
It is not built on reaction.



But under each form of pressure, the same question is asked:

 What have we been rooted in?

If we have been rooted in Christ —

if we have lived together from union rather than performance —

if we have allowed formation to precede influence —

then pressure will not fracture us.

Platform will not redefine us.

Expansion will not intoxicate us.

Because what has been formed in secret will remain steady in public.



Hebrews continues: 

“…and thus let us offer to God acceptable 

worship, with reverence and awe…”

The endurance of the Assembly 
is not merely survival.

It is reverent steadiness.
It is gratitude embodied over 
time.
It is a people who live as though 
what they have received truly 
cannot be shaken.



The Ekklesia Assembly does not exist 
to impress.
It exists to embody the kingdom it 
has received. 

And when a people remain steady 
under pressure — when identity does 
not shift with visibility — when 
endurance is shared and not 
manufactured — the world witnesses 
something rare.

Not noise.
Not spectacle.
But stability.



A people who do not drift when 
misunderstood.
A people who do not inflate when 
affirmed.
A people who do not fracture when 
expanded.
A people who remain grateful.
A people who remain rooted.
A people who remain together.
That is steadfastness revealed under 
pressure.
And that is what Christ is building.
We have received a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken.
So we remain.
And we trust the Builder.
Because what Christ builds will endure.



This is why Hebrews repeatedly speaks in the language of ‘let us.’

 
The kingdom we receive forms a people who endure together



Session 4 Complete — Continue Being Rooted
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